
Dear Parents, 

 

This month we enter the holiday season, a time for self-reflection and gratitude for the 

blessings we enjoy.  Not only should this be a time of individual self-reflection, but as a 

school community we need to reflect on our priorities. As parents, we want our 

children to receive an excellent academic education that is also steeped in the strong 

individual and civic values of respect for others, community, and nation. We want our 

children to grow into respectful caring adults, striving for excellence while 

demonstrating integrity and honor in all aspects of their lives.  

 

Our school’s programs and curriculum must reflect these core values, and the school 

itself is structured to ensure that our children receive this first-class education. To 

ensure academic, civic and social-emotional excellence, our school has a teaming 

structure where teachers share a group of students. The teachers meet daily to discuss 

their shared students ensuring that no child can ever fall through the cracks. Our 

children have opportunities to explore their interests through a wide-ranging elective 

program with courses ranging from daily physical education to science research. We 

never limit children in the Middle School – programs are open to those who wish to 

make the effort. Our standards remain high, and we have found that our students meet 

the height of the bar placed before them.  Enrichment and differentiation for all students 

are our standard practice, not just for a select few. Our school is a wonderful 

environment for our students due to our emphasis on high scholarship, intramurals, 

athletics, extracurricular music and art programs, wide-ranging clubs, electives, and a 

daily affective-domain advisory program. Taken collectively, these outstanding 

individual programs and structures are what make our school such a special place. Our 

success, due to our wide-ranging programs and teaming structure, has been clearly 

validated by our ongoing high performance by all measures of success including our 

designation as a National and New York State Essential Elements - Schools to Watch. We are 

proud of our school‘s success and we thank our community for its ongoing support!  

 

Warmly,  

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal 
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I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

 

DECEMBER 
 

November 28-December 9 

Used Book Drive 

Collection boxes by front door 

& outside library 

 

December 5 

Winter Concert  

7 PM @HS (Chorus) 

 

December 13 

Winter Concert  

7 PM @MS (Orchestra/AM 

Jazz)  

 

December 14 

Board of Education Mtg. 

8:15 PM @ MS 

 

December 20 

Winter Concert  

7 PM @HS (Band/PM Jazz) 

 

December 24 - 

January 2 

Holiday Recess 

No School 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

EARLY MORNING ARRIVAL 

 Please do not drop off your children before 7:30 a.m. unless they are attend-

ing, a zero period class, attending extra-help, working quietly in the library, or par-

ticipating intramurals or a club. No supervisors are in the building until 7:30 a.m. Normal 

drop-off time for the Middle School is at 8:05 a.m.  

ILLEGAL ABSENCES  

 Please do NOT request your child’s work from teachers prior to an illegal absence. Upon 
his or her return to school, it is the student’s responsibility to gather assignments from 
the teacher and to make up assignments. In addition, make-up exams will not be given for 
illegal absences.  Absences for extending family vacations are illegal under New York 
State law. Legal (“Excused”) absences includes illness of the child or immediate family member 
(family emergency), religious observance, inclement weather, or a school visit.   A floor grade of 
“55” will be entered for quizzes/exams/projects missed due to  “unexcused” (illegal) absence. 

STUDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CONCERTS 

 Students participating in school concerts will have homework postponed for one day.  

When reasonably possible, teachers will not schedule an exam/quiz the day after a school concert.  

It is the student’s responsibility to let the teacher know (at least one day) in advance if he or she will 

not be taking an exam the day after a concert.  There will be one,  teacher-determined make-

up date for the postponed test.  The student should not miss class time to make up a missed test. 

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES  

Students will be assigned a lunch detention (20 minutes) upon their third unexcused  

lateness to school within a marking quarter. Detention will be served the same day as the third late-

ness to school. Please make every effort to arrive to school on time. Remember, lateness to school 

disrupts your child’s education and the education of other children. The telephone number to re-

port absences and lateness is 478-3009.   You can reach the number at any time; the machine is 

always on. Education Law permits an excused absence or tardiness for the following 

reasons  only: sickness or death in family, impassable roads or weather, religious ob-

servance, school-supervised trips, and required presence in court. Absence or tardi-

ness for any other reason is considered unexcused. Parents are requested to advise the 

school of a child’s absence or lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 a.m. The school will 

telephone the homes of any unreported absences after 9:00 a.m. When picking up your child early 

from school, please sign him or her out from the attendance office which is located next to the 

nurse’s office.  

HOMEWORK ON THE WEB  

 Please remember that your child's homework assignments are available on teacher web 

pages. If your child is ill for more than three school days, all requests for worksheets or class work 

must be made through the guidance office (478-3020). Please use the web for homework assign-

ments or have your child contact a classmate for absences of three days or less. In the instance of 

any absence, parents and students should NOT email teachers directly to gather as-

signments. This request can only be made through the guidance office.  



T H E  M U S I C  B O X  P L A Y E R S  P R E S E N T  

T h e r e ’ s  1 0 0 %  C H A N C E  O F  P R E C I P I T A T I O N  I N  G A R D E N  C I T Y ! !  
  

GARDEN CITY STUDENTS TO PRESENT 

S I N G I N ’  I N  T H E  R A I N  J R .   

March 3 and 4, 2017 

 

Kristen Aguilo—Director & Producer 
Nancy Menges—Vocal Director 

John Paul Camilleri — Technical Director 
Janelle Economou - Choreography 

Kimberly Greenwald—Backstage & Lighting Supervisor 
 

 TINSELTOWN and GARDEN CITY, March 2017 – The Music Box Players will have Gar-

den City residents “walking down the lane with a happy refrain” when they perform Singin’ In The 

Rain JR., it was announced today by Drew Cohen, president of Music Theatre International (MTI).   

Based on the 1952 movie of the same name, Singin’ In The Rain JR. takes place in Hollywood during 

the last days of the silent movie era.  The story follows Don Lockwood, one half of the blockbuster ce-

lebrity silent movie star “couple” Lockwood and Lamont, and the extreme measures taken when his co-

star’s high-pitched and nasal voice threatens the duo’s successful transition into talking pictures. 

 Singin’ In The Rain JR. is adapted from the classic Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer film - named the 

#1 best movie musical of all time by the American Film Institute - by special arrangement with Warn-

er Bros. Theatre Ventures, Inc. The show features a book by Betty Comden and Adolph Green and 

songs by Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur Freed.   

 “Through their production these students are learning about the golden age of musicals, a very 

important period in America’s cultural history.  And while they are performing songs and a story that 

we know and love, they are also exploring some significant ideas including the different sides of celebri-

ty, the importance of adapting to change, the various ways society categorizes success and the realities 

behind pursuing one’s dreams,” says Cohen.   

 In silent movies and in the tabloids, Don Lockwood and Lina Lamont are the perfect couple, but 

behind the scenes Lockwood has no feeling for his vapid co-star.  Meanwhile, Lamont's squeaky voice 

might be the end of the duo’s career in "talking pictures" without the help of a talented young actress 

to do the talking and singing for her. 

 Singin’ In The Rain JR. is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).  All au-

thorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019 Phone: 212-541-4684 

Fax: 212-397-4684 www.MTIShows.com. 

http://www.MTIShows.com


THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON  

 The music department is ringing with the sounds of ensembles rehearsing for the holiday concerts.  Each 

week in December features a different performing group in concert. The chorus program, directed by Ms. Nancy 

Menges and Ms. Amanda Conte, takes the High School stage on Monday, December 5, at 7:00 p.m.  All are wel-

come to attend, listen, and even sing along as Chorus 6, 7, 8, and Festival Chorus sing the songs of the season.   On 

Tuesday, December 13, a performance of the Middle School Orchestras under the direction of Ms. Margaret Gul-

lotta along with the Guitar Ensemble and Morning Jazz Band will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School Auditorium.  The final 

concert will take place on Tuesday, December 20, in the High School Auditorium at 7:00 p.m.  It will feature all three middle school 

bands and The Late Night Jazz Ensemble. We look forward to celebrating the season with you! 

Monday, December 5, 2016 
7 PM 

High School 

Chorus 6,7,8 

Festival Chorus 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016  
7 PM 

Middle School 

Orchestra 6,7,8 

Morning Jazz Band 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
7PM 

High School 

Band 6,7,8 

Late Night  Jazz Ensemble 

I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

ACTIVE CLASSROOM 

   What is an active classroom?  An active classroom incorporates physical fitness 

in the learning process.  Mrs. Kuntz’s health classes use equipment such as bike ped-

dlers and core stability ball chairs to create an active classroom.  Experts say,  “kids who 

move more learn better.”  While students are learning, they are also exercising, wheth-

er it be biking on the bike peddles or tightening their 

core muscles and practicing good posture when sit-

ting up straight on the core stability chairs. An active 

classroom has shown to have a positive impact on the 

brain.  The students find that using equipment while learning helps them focus and con-

centrate for longer periods of time.  At the same time, they recognize the importance of 

being active and living a healthy lifestyle! 

THE NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 

 The National Junior Honor Society is pleased to welcome its newest inductees for the 2016-2017 school year.  We are look-

ing forward to another fantastic year of fundraising for some very worthwhile causes.  Members of the National Junior Honor Society 

are encouraged to attend meetings to share their thoughts and ideas for fundraising.  



S a v e  T h e  D a t e  

 
February 2, 2017 - 7p.m. @ Garden City High School 

 

Don’t miss the third annual Garden City Parent University! 

Garden City Parent University (GCPU) reflects the collaboration of community organizations and educa-

tors and is designed to empower and inform parents through a series of workshops to enhance the 

knowledge and the skills of parents, caregivers and grandparents of children in grades Pre K-12. 

 

GCPU is a free community event for all residents, organized and sponsored by the following organiza-

tions:  Garden City Community Coalition, Garden City Friends of Music, Garden City Friends of STEM, Garden City 

Public Schools, Garden City PTA, Garden City SEPTA, Garden City Teachers' Association, and The Men's Association of 

Garden City 

 

Stay tuned for a complete listing of all workshops and how to register for this event in January 2017.  

 

Help Our School Earn When You Shop 

Stop & Shop A+ for Education  

Register your Stop & Shop Card and earn A+ School Rewards points every time you shop. Participating 

schools can use the money they earn through A+ School Rewards to buy what they need today and build a 

better tomorrow. Register your Stop & Shop card at A Plus Rewards - Register Your Card .  Garden 

City Middle School Code is: 07266 

 

It’s Not Too Late To Join 

The Garden City PTA hosts many events and meetings throughout the 

year.  Read the PTA’s monthly eNewsletter for updates and information. 

We welcome your input and feedback on how we can better serve the 

Middle School families. Please contact the Middle School PTA Director, 

Randi DeCicco anytime: middleschool@gardencitypta.org 

 

Become a Member TODAY:  http://bit.ly/JoinGCPTAToday   

http://stopandshop.com/aplus/register-card/
mailto:middleschool@gardencitypta.org
http://bit.ly/JoinGCPTAToday


Did you miss the joint PTA/SEPTA presentation, 

How Do We Create Classes That Foster Students Learning & Social & Emotional Well-Being 
The Glossary of  Terms discussed can be found here: 

(http://gcsepta.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/GLOSSARY-_11-01- 

16._FINAL.pdf)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still haven’t joined SEPTA yet? Please reconsider! 

Your support can help SO MANY students! 

Support Everyone! Join SEPTA! http://gcsepta.org/join-septa-online/ 

S a v e  T h e  D a t e s  
 

January 12, 2017  

The Needs of Gifted and Talented Students 

Presented by Tobi Phillips of the Village East Gifted Program 

7:30 p.m. @ Garden City High School 
 

January 20, 2017  

SEPTA General Membership Meeting 

10:00 a.m. at Stewart School 

http://gcsepta.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/GLOSSARY-_11-01-
http://gcsepta.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/GLOSSARY-_11-01-
http://gcsepta.org/join-septa-online/


I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

Mint Oreo Icebox Cake 

Cream Cheese Filled Pumpkin Bread: 

 

1 3.4 oz package chocolate pudding  

1 3.4 oz package vanilla pudding  

4 1/2 cups milk  

3/4 tsp mint extract  

4 drops blue food color  

2 drops yellow food color  

2 15.25 oz boxes mint Oreos  

1 1/2 cups mini chocolate chips  

8 oz Cool Whip  

Chocolate sauce for topping, if desired 

 

 

Instructions: 

1. Make chocolate pudding according to directions on package, using 2 

cups of milk. Set aside.  

2. Make vanilla pudding according to directions of package, using 2 cups 

milk.  

3. Add mint extract and food color (see NOTE below) to vanilla pud-

ding and mix well. Set aside.  

4. Put remaining 1/2 cup milk into a small bowl.  

5. Dip Oreos in milk quickly and then place into the bottom of a 9x13 

pan, making a single layer.  

6. Spread chocolate pudding over the first layer of Oreos.  

7. Sprinkle 3/4 cup of mini chocolate chips over the chocolate pudding.  

8. Dip remaining Oreos in milk quickly and place on top of the choco-

late chips, in a single layer.  

9. Spread mint pudding over the second layer of Oreos.  

10. Spread Cool Whip over the top of the mint pudding.  

11. Sprinkle remaining 3/4 cup mini chocolate chips on top of the Cool 

Whip.  

12. Top with remaining Oreos, crumbled, and chocolate sauce, if de-

sired. Store in refrigerator. 

                         Mrs. Biondi's Art Corner 
  

Artist Tip Of The Month:  Colored pencil: The most basic colored pencil stroke is simple side-to-side shading. 

 

Practice keeping the marks straight, gently adjust the direction you are moving the pencil. Many beginners accidentally 

curve their lines or press too hard, so that the surface they are shading does not look soft and flat. 

 

The answer lies in the amount of pressure that you apply to the pencil as you shade. You should control the amount of 

color you apply and when blending lighten up on the colors and overlap the colors to create a third color. 

 

                     “Art is not what you see, but what you make other’s see” –~Edgar Degas 



Garden City Middle School Book Drive 

November 28 – December 9 

 
Garden City Middle School and The Book Fairies are collecting new and gently  

used books for children and adults.   

All books collected will be distributed to school districts and shelters in need on 

Long Island and throughout the Metropolitan Area. 

 

Books can be left in collection boxes located outside the Garden City Middle School  

Library and at the main entrance. 

Please do not donate encyclopedias and textbooks. 

 

  How to Art Doodle Optical Illusions 
By Carolyn Scrace 
 
Art Drawing releases creativity and develops drawing skills. 
This book, packed with inspirational ideas and designs, shows how easi-
ly amazing 3D effects can be achieved. Students will discover the thrill 
of using simple Art Doodle patterns to build up a stunning optical illu-
sion.  Step-by-step guides lead you through from rough sketch to fin-
ished artwork.  Additionally, students will learn how to use geometric 
shapes to create incredible visual trickery. 

  

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n c i t y . k 1 2 . n y . u s / g c m s l i b r a r y   


